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New initiative to help Hayward businesses
leverage the power of social media

HAYWARD, Calif., Feb. 8, 2024—The City of Hayward Economic Development Division is introducing a
new initiative designed to help local small businesses leverage the power of social media to build their
brand, grow their customer base and increase sales.

With more and more consumers using social media to discover new products and brands, the new
initiative, called Hashtag Hayward, is offering grants to businesses to transform their spaces in ways that
encourage customers to share their experiences through posts, tags, hashtags, and reviews.

Grant funds can be used across these categories:

e Interactive Murals and Sculptures: Collaborate with local artists to create engaging murals and
sculptures, turning your space into a selfie-worthy haven.

e Window Lighting and Fagade Enhancements: llluminate your business with eye-catching LED or
neon lighting, or add visual interest with front fagade murals or graphic paint.

e Corner Building District Identity: Showcase the unique character of your commercial district
with vibrant murals on corner buildings.

e A-Frame or Blade Signs: Promote your business to pedestrians in the downtown district with
new, visually appealing signage.

e Seating, Wayfinding, and Center Lighting: Enhance the overall customer experience by updating
your commercial center.

e Improvements to Social Presence/Website: Allocate funds to boost your online presence,
connecting with a broader audience.

Through Hashtag Hayward, the City Economic Development team also will connect businesses with local
social media influencers to explore potential promotional collaborations and with local muralists
available to help transform spaces to make them social-media ready.
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For more information including how to apply to participate, go online here on the City of Hayward
website or contact the Economic Development Division directly at econdev@hayward-ca.gov or (510)
583-5540.
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