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OVERVIEW
• Overview of project to date

• Results of historical media search

• Locating other residents in RC
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OVERVIEW OF 
PROJECT TO 

DATE

• Historical media search

• 491 articles collected

• Keywords: “Russell City” 

• Excluded articles

• Unrelated to RC 

• Advertisements

• Source information, article 

summaries, keywords, and article 

images

Newspaper # of articles

Daily Review 290

Oakland Tribune 181

San Francisco Call 4

San Francisco Chronicle 1

San Francisco Examiner 11

The Argus 4

total 491



OVERVIEW OF 
PROJECT TO 

DATE

• Historical media search

• Key moments of increased 

media coverage

• Moments correspond with 

various efforts by residents to 

get city, county, and state officials 

to address water and sewer lines
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PRECURSORS TO 
REDEVELOPMENT

• “Let me assure you very definitely that the board of 
Supervisors is not unmindful of the unsatisfactory condition 
now existing and the time may come when drastic action 
will be taken, if the people affected in that area do not clear 
up the conditions themselves, which is their obligation and 
not that of the Board of Supervisors." 

1949: Supervisor 
Harry Bartell 

writes to Daily 
Review: 



ORO LOMA SANITARY DISTRICT ANNEXATION

• October 1950: Citizens’ Committee for the Improvement of Russell City/Russell City Civic Club formed

• 1951: Oro Loma Sanitary District Annexation

• Russell City, Mt. Eden and other southern areas

• 1952: Russell City-Mt. Eden Taxpayers’ Committee created to oppose election on annexation

• 1952: Court denied election



COMMUNITY SERVICES 
DISTRICT

1953



REDEVELOPMENT PLANS BEGIN

Oct. 1954



REDEVELOPMENT PLANS BEGIN

June 1956

Hayward master plan 
identifies RC for 
annexation and 

industrial development

November 1956

Russell City Civic Club discussion 
annexation to city of Hayward;  Board 

attorney Frederick Dubovsky "noted federal 
help could improve housing in Russell City 

without forcing people to leave the 
community."

January 1957

Alameda County 
Supervisors invite 
experts to tour 

potential industrial 
areas, including Russell 

City

February 1957

4 children killed in fire; 
leads to wider citizen 
concern about RC

March 1957

1956 Alameda County 
Grand Jury report 

brands RC “slum area 
creating a serious 
health condition.” 



REDEVELOPMENT PLANS BEGIN

March 1957

Redevelopment cost without 
relocation estimated at  

$1,040,000; Federal 
government, if approved plan, 
would fund 2/3 of cost, ”the 

residents would have to agree 
to beautify their homes...”

May 1957

Residents gain ask for residential zoning in 
order to qualify for federal urban 

redevelopment funds

October 1958

County commits to 
rezoning RC for 

industrial use 

August 1959

Failed bid to 
incorporate with Mt. 

Eden begins  

February 1960

Incorporation bid 
ends; fails to meet 
deadline to file for 

election due to 
opposition



REDEVELOPMENT BEGINS

March 1961

County looks into 
federal urban renewal 

funds

July 1961

Study of RC by county 
completed; county identifies 311 

families in area, and 37 vacant 
homes

August 1961

City of Hayward 
pledges support for 

redevelopment plans; 
will provide water and 
sewer lines and annex 

area if industrial 
development pursued

October 
1961

County decides to finance 
redevelopment with county 
funds; federal government 

requires resident relocation and 
places restrictions on 

development

November 
1961

Alameda County 
Mayors’ Conference 

votes to oppose 
redevelopment 8-1 
based on complaints 
from Oakland mayor 

John Houlihan



COUNTY FINANCED 
REDEVELOPMENT

Apr. 1961

AC locates funds for 
redevelopment by 
reappropriating 
money for voting 
machines

Jan. 1962

AC hires relocation 
chief

July 1962

AC BOS establishes 
Citizens' Committee 
for the 
Redevelopment of 
Russell City

Jan. 1963

Public meetings held 
on RC, residents in 
opposition

Feb. 1963

board adopts final 
RC redevelopment 
plan

Mar. 1963

Relocation about to 
begin



COUNTY FINANCED REDEVELOPMENT

May 1963

RC appraisers hired

November 1963

Redevelopment agency begins buying 
homes; Santucci hog farm sold

March 1964

Fires in RC redevelopment area begin; Trilby 
Reynolds home destroyed

July 1966

Razing of area planned

December 1966

Former Hayward Mayor Dettenrieder 
charged in Santucci farm deal

January 1967

Last family of pioneer Juana Feliciano leaves 
area; Home burned during move



REDEVELOPMENT ENDS

Mar. 1967

RC area put up 
for sale

Apr. 1967

AC BOS sets 
price for area at 
$2.85 million

Sep. 1967

Developer offers 
$1.6 million for 
land

Nov. 1967

Cabot, Cabot and 
Forbes bid of $2.4 
million successful

Dec. 1967

Land officially 
zoned industrial

June 1968

Sale of land to 
Cabot, Cabot and 
Forbes final 
approval

Dec. 1968

AC BOS plans to 
use funds from 
proceeds to buy 
land for future 
Santa Rita Jail site 



LOCATING NON-PROPERTIED 
RESIDENTS

Difficulty of locating residents



LOCATING NON-
PROPERTIED 
RESIDENTS

• Identified 199 residents' names

• Various sources, primarily 

media

• 122 full addresses identified

Does the identified 

resident have a deed with 

same last name? 

No 79

Yes 50

Yes, but different first 

name 70

Grand Total 199



FINAL STEPS

Estimated completion—mid/late May

Already sent to City 
of Hayward
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