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All retaining walls require a building permit before construction unless the proposed
retaining wall is not over 4 feet in height measured from the bottom of the footing to the
top of the wall and does not support a surcharge or impounding Class I, Il, or I1IA liquids.

The Permit application must be accompanied by a design certified by a registered design

professional.

Surcharge:

If the grade on the retaining side of the wall is level without surface incline for a distance equal or longer than the
overall height of the wall, then for the purpose of the code there is no surcharge. Where special conditions exist,
the building official is authorized to require additional construction documents to be prepared by a registered

design professional.
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Hayward City Hall 777 B Street Hayward CA, 94541-5007 Phone: 510-583-4140 Website: www.hayward-ca.gov
Permit Center Hours: Please see website for operating hours



