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GLOBAL INSTABILITY

European crisis could stall U.S. recovery

American economy has safeguards in place, but 'financial contagion' a fear

For the second time in two years, European debt troubles threaten to slow the momentum of the fragile
recovery in the United States. Although U.S. financial institutions have taken steps to protect themselves
from Europe's long-simmering problems, the likely slowdown in Europe could damage consumer and
business confidence in America and strengthen the dollar, making U.S. exports less competitive.

"Financial contagion can lead to the very rapid global spread of recession," said Chris Varvares, senior
managing director for Macroeconomic Advisers, a forecasting company. "If trouble intensifies and spills
over to equities and other U.S. risk assets, we could see a soft patch."

Economists say Europe's troubles would need to worsen significantly before putting the U.S. economy,
which has been strengthening lately, at risk of a new recession. The European Union and United States
economies are the two biggest in the world and their financial institutions are deeply intertwined. They
have the single largest bilateral trade relationship, together accounting for nearly a third of global trade
flows.

Recently, the European Commission announced that it foresaw little or no growth in the European
Union in the fourth quarter of the year, and a slight 0.1 percent contraction for the eurozone, the 17
countries using the euro currency. It forecast a scant 0.5 percent annual growth in 2012 for the union
and warned that the Continent may be slipping into a "deep and prolonged" recession. As recently as
spring, the commission forecast that Europe would grow 1.75 percent for 2012.

Fed lowers target on growth, hiring through next year

Bernanke says low consumer confidence is 'very discouraging'

As the Federal Reserve downgraded its economic projections, Chairman Ben Bernanke admitted that the
central bank's board was in the same distressing position as the average American family - frustrated by
the slow recovery, limited in its options and largely reduced to hoping for the best. "I certainly
understand that many people are dissatisfied with the state of the economy." "I'm dissatisfied with the
state of the economy."

The Fed noted in its official statement after its two day meeting that economic conditions strengthened
somewhat from July through September and that inflation appeared to have slowed. But the European
debt crisis weighed heavily on the U.S. economy. The Central bank warned of "significant downside risks
to the economic outlook, including strains in global financial markets."

Given those troubles, the Fed lowered its projections for economic growth and for an improved
unemployment rate for the third time in 2011. The new figures show the recovery slogging along at least
through next year. "In short, while we still expect that economic activity and labor market conditions will
improve gradually over time, the pace of progress is likely to be frustratingly slow," Bernanke said,
acknowledging that the Fed had overestimated the strength of the recovery. Annual growth will be
between 1.6 percent and 1.7 percent to 2.9 percent. And growth will remain below 3 percent next year,
well below the June forecast of 3.3 percent to 3.7 percent.
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The unemployment rate now at 9.1 percent - also won't show much improvement. It could remain
above 8 percent through 2013, the Fed said. And Bernanke noted: "You can see that right now,
consumer confidence is about where it was in the depths of the recession. That's very discouraging."

Still, the Fed's policymaking Open Market Committee took no new steps to boost the recovery. The
central bank appears to be holding its few remaining options in case the European situation worsens or
some other new shock hits the economy. "We've already taken quite a bit of action, but we're prepared
to do more, and we have the tools to do more if that's appropriate, " Bernanke said.

With short-term interest rates likely to remain near zero through mid-2013, however, there's not a lot
left for the Fed to do. After two major rounds of bond buying to try to stimulate the economy, the Fed
has taken smaller steps recent months. In September, for example, the Fed started shifting more of its
portfolio to longer term Treasury bonds in a move to bring down long-term interest rates. The goal was
to lower mortgage rates to help improve the housing market. Some Fed officials have suggested the
central bank could buy a large amount of mortgage-backed bonds to lower mortgage rates even more.
Bernanke said that would be a "viable option" should economic conditions warrant it.

ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Signs of life, but where are jobs?

Applications for jobless benefits remain high despite growth in manufacturing and construction

The economy is picking up. If only job growth would follow. A spate of data recently showed U.S.
factories grew last month at the fastest pace since June, construction spending increased for a third
straight month, and both retail sales and auto sales rose in November.

But the number of people applying for unemployment benefits is still too high to signal strong hiring.
The reports offered a mixed picture for the economy. Economists project that employers added a net
125,000 jobs. That's not enough to lower the unemployment rate, which is projected to stay at 9
percent for the second consecutive month. And manufacturers could face stains overseas in key export
markets, especially if Europe's debt crisis worsens and leads that continent into another recession.

For now, factories are growing. The Institute for Supply Management, a trade group of purchasing
managers, said recently that its manufacturing index rose to 52.7 in November, up from 50.8 in October.
Any reading above 50 indicates expansion. Factories have grown for 28 straight months.

Cautious optimism

Bradley Holcomb, chair of the ISM's survey committee, said manufactures "are cautiously more
optimistic about the next few months based on lower raw material pricing and favorable levels of new
orders." Still, companies have tempered their outlook with concerns about future economic growth,
government regulation and the debt crisis in Europe, he added.

New orders rose to a seven-month high and production increased, according to separate indexes in the
report. lan Shepherdson, an economist at High Frequency Economics, said the gains suggest factory
output will expand at an even faster pace next month. "The economy seems finally to be developing real
momentum; growth is accelerating," he said in a note to clients.

But a measure of factory employment fell. The drop indicates manufacturers are still hiring, but at a
slower pace than the previous month. Worker productivity rose in the July-September quarter by the
most in 18 months, while labor costs fell, the government said recently. A more productive and less-
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costly workforce can boost corporate profits. But unless companies see more demand, they're unlikely
to step up hiring.

China, the world's second-largest economy, is also slowing. Manufacturing in China contracted in
November for the first time in nearly three years, according to recent business surveys.

Revised report scales back economic growth in Q3

The U.S. economy grew more slowly over the summer than the government had earlier estimated
because businesses cut back more sharply on restocking of shelves.

The Commerce Department said that the economy expanded at an annual rate of 2 percent in the July-
September quarter, lower than an initial 2.5 percent estimate made the previous month. The
government also said after-tax incomes fell by the largest amount in two years, reflecting high
unemployment and lower pay raises.

The downward revision was largely because weaker data on inventory building came in after the
government’s first estimate. Many businesses reduced their stockpiles over the summer, probably
because they didn’t anticipate the strength of consumer and business spending. A decline in inventories
is not always a bad sign. Economists believe this could lead to stronger growth in the current quarter, if
businesses foresee more demand and restock shelves.

Economists predict growth will strengthen to around 3 percent in the October-December quarter. Many
raised their estimates after seeing encouraging October reports on retail sales and factory output.
“While this report is disappointing, it is a look back in time," said Jennifer Lee, senior economist at BMO
Capital Markets. "It is encouraging, to say the least, to see the October data coming in stronger, which is
good news for the fourth quarter."

Still, growth could be slowed if consumers continue to earn less. After-tax, inflation-adjusted incomes
fell at a 2.1 percent rate. That's steeper than the 1.7 percent decline initially estimated and the biggest
drop since the third quarter of 2009, just as the recession was ending. It also marked the second straight
quarterly decline.

Incomes are primarily wages and salaries, but they also include dividend and interest payments and
government benefits. While the decline doesn't directly affect economic growth, income fuels consumer
spending and that makes up 70 percent of economic activity. "For now the U.S. economy looks to be
moving in the right direction," said Paul Ashworth, chief U.S. economist at Capital Economics, who
predicts growth of more than 3 percent in the fourth quarter.

Car Sales / November

Zooming November car sales surprise dealers

Car dealers are getting a surprise end-of-year bonus: More Americans are replacing old cars and trucks,
enlivening a normally sleepy time for auto sales and putting November on track to be the industry's
strongest month of the year.

Dealers and analysts say people are finally getting rid of cars and trucks they've held onto for more than
a decade. That demand, plus attractive lease deals, an ample supply of Japanese models and promotions
on remaining 2011 models have drawn buyers to showrooms in large numbers. "We're seeing the most
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showroom traffic that we've seen all year," said Ed Williamson, part-owner of two Miami-area GM
Buick-Cadillac-GMC dealerships.

The spike in activity comes after months of sputtering sales. Consumers have been reluctant to take on
major debt such as car payments because of the uncertain job market. Unemployment has been around
9 percent for more than two years with no sign of significant improvement.

Sales also suffered when Honda Motor and Toyota Motor ran short of models during the summer and
early fall because of factory disruptions caused by the earthquake in Japan and flooding in Thailand.
Now supplies are starting to return to normal and customers have a better selection. So far this year,
sales have been better than 2010, an annual rate of 12.6 million compared with 11.5 million, but that's
still far short of the 2005 peak of 17 million.

Recent sales have been so strong that General Motors' top sales executive predicts that November
figures will hit an annual rate of about 13.8 million light vehicles in the U.S. That's a big step up from last
November, when the auto industry was just starting to recover from the economic meltdown. Back
then, the sales rate was only 12.3 million.

After years of holding off on purchases, people are tiring of their old cars and trucks. So despite a
volatile stock market, high unemployment and worries that the European debt crisis could destabilize
the global financial system, people are buying, said Jesse Toprak, vice president of industry trends for
the TrueCar.com auto pricing website.

The average age of a car on U.S. roads is now a record 10.6 years, according to the Polk auto industry
research firm. Vehicles are so old that people's lives changed, and they need different models, or their
cars are just worn out, he said.

Buyers shun midsized cars in favor of smaller.

You can't drive far in the U.S. without seeing a Toyota Camry, Honda Accord or Ford Fusion. Midsize
sedans have been America's favorite cars for decades. That's changing. More people are choosing small
cars like the Chevrolet Cruze and even smaller ones like the Honda Fit because they're worried about gas
prices and car payments. Compact cars will out-sell midsize ones as early as this year, forecasts J.D.
Power and Associates.

Car Sales / December

Carmakers end year on aroll
For Detroit's Big 3, December, full-year sales set torrid pace

Automakers finished 2011 on the upswing, with strong December sales in the United States and
expectations for further growth this year. For Chrysler, December was the best month in nearly three
years, as passenger-car deliveries more than doubled and total sales rose 37 percent. Chrysler’s sales for
all of 2011 were up 26 percent.

General Motors reported a 5 percent increase in December and a 13 percent gain for the year. At the
Ford Motor Co., sales were up 10 percent in December and 11 percent for the year. Sales by Ford’s
namesake brand totaled 2.06 million, the most by any automotive brand since 2007.
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Each of the three Detroit carmakers gained market share, something they had not all done in the same
year for decades. Sales increased for all but one brand based in Detroit, the exception being Lincoln,
which Ford is focused on revitalizing this year.

Only two major carmakers, Toyota and Honda, posted sales declines in 2011. Honda posted a 19 percent
drop in December, while Toyota’s sales were essentially flat. Full-year sales for both companies were 7
percent lower. Each is still working to replenish its dealer inventories, which were decimated by plant
shutdowns and parts shortages in the wake of the Japanese earthquake and tsunami. Toyota executives
said they expected inventories to be back to normal by the end of the first quarter.

Nissan, which was affected less severely by the disaster, posted a 15 percent increase for the full year,
and its primary brand set a record. The company also reported a record high for December with a 7
percent increase.

Hyundai and Kia each set new records for annual sales, with gains of 20 percent and 36 percent,
respectively. Together, the companies, which are affiliates of one another in South Korea but operate
independently in the United States, accounted for more than 1 million sales for the first time, surpassing
Nissan and nearly topping Honda. For December, sales rose 13 percent at Hyundai and 43 percent at Kia.

Volkswagen reported gains of 36 percent for December and 26 percent for the year, its best since 2002.

For all of 2011, analysts said, the industry sold about 12.8 million cars and trucks, a 10 percent increase
from the 11.6 million sold in 2010. Sales are expected to climb this year, as well. The automotive
research website Edmunds.com forecast 2012 sales of 13.6 million, while another site, TrueCar.com,
expects 13.8 million. Either figure would represent the industry’s best year since 2007, when sales
totaled 16.1 million.

Online sales tax gets support
Bipartisan group is backing Senate bill allowing states to collect from Internet retailers

Lawmakers, looking to help cash-strapped local governments, are coalescing around legislation aimed at
letting states require most online retailers and catalog-only companies to collect sales taxes from
customers. The momentum is building nearly two decades after the U.S. Supreme Court barred states
from requiring out-of-state companies to collect in-state taxes on sales. But the court left the door open
for Congress to allow such collection through legislation.

The new effort is being boosted by a major crack in the nearly solid wall of opposition by Internet
retailers. Amazon.com, the world’s largest online retailer, wants standardized federal rules in the face of
new online sales tax collection laws in California and a growing number of other states. “If | were
president of an online retailer ... | would look at this week in Washington, D.C., and I'd make my plans to
start collecting sales taxes wherever | sold things in the United States,” said Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-
Tenn. Alexander was part of a bipartisan group of senators — five Democrats and five Republicans — who
introduced legislation aimed at leveling the playing field among online, catalog and bricks-and-mortar
retailers.

The bill, called the Marketplace Fairness Act, also would enable state and local governments to collect
an estimated $23 billion in tax revenue each year for online, catalog and other so-called remote sales.
“It’s about closing a tax loophole,” Alexander said.
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Alexander, a former Tennessee governor, predicted that the bill would pass Congress because it is a
bipartisan endeavor and is more flexible than previous efforts. The bill is similar to recent legislation
introduced in the House. A 1992 Supreme Court ruling prohibits states from collecting sales taxes from
retailers unless they have a physical presence in the state. The ruling has exempted most online sales,
and the majority in Congress for years has allowed the no-tax rule to remain. But as online retailing has
grown over the last decade, states have been trying to solve the problem on their own by expanding the
definition of physical presence to include third-party affiliates, typically in-state websites that earn
commissions by providing links to Amazon and other out-of-state retailers.

Nearly six months ago, California enacted a law requiring most online retailers with affiliates in the state
to collect sales tax from purchases made by state residents. Amazon, which has fought such efforts in
other states, eventually agreed to begin collecting the taxes starting in September 2012. Amazon said it
“strongly supported” the Senate bill. But some high-tech groups and large online retailers, including San
Jose- based eBay and Overstock.com, said they opposed the legislation. “It will leave a lot of very small
retailers with a new burden to make it harder for them to compete,” said Brian Bieron, eBay’s senior
director of federal government relations and global public policy.

The legislation would give states the authority to enact laws requiring retailers to collect sales tax for
remote purchases as long as they adopted measures to make it easier for businesses to pay the taxes.
Retailers have argued for years that it would be too complicated to collect state and local sales taxes
because of differing definitions and the difficulty of submitting payments to thousands of jurisdictions.

The Senate bill would require states that want to require the collection of those sales taxes to join an
existing 24-state group called the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement that has standardized
definitions and provided a single location in each state to send all payments. States such as California,
whose tax systems might be too complicated to join the group, still could be allowed to require retailers
to collect taxes if they adopted similar tax simplification measures. Retailers that take in less than
$500,000 in total remote sales each year would be exempt.

Amazon finds a new revenue source as Internet tax collector

Amazon.com for years has fought state efforts to force it to collect sales taxes from its customers. Now,
instead of battling the tax man, the company is looking to profit -- by hiring itself out as an Internet tax
collector. In an abrupt about-face, the company is now offering to handle sales-tax chores for merchants
who sell products through its site for a fee equivalent to 2.9 percent of the taxes collected. The optional
service, which is set to roll out Feb. 1, will be offered to Amazon's third-party vendors in all 50 states. It's
a strategy that could reap millions of dollars in new revenue for Amazon, which has been among the
most vocal opponents of government attempts to tax e-commerce.

Analysts said Amazon's shift is an acknowledgment that Internet retailers ultimately will have to play by
the same rules as brick-and-mortar stores. It's also a recognition that there's money to be made in the
process, said George Runner, a member of the California State Board of Equalization, the agency that
administers sales tax. "This is what smart business people do," Runner said. "They are going to use
whatever model they can to expand their business opportunities. They're very slick at it."

Seattle-based Amazon currently collects sales taxes from its own customers in Washington, New York,
Kentucky, Kansas and North Dakota, as well as in some foreign countries where it does business. In the
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U.S., Amazon and other online merchants have long contended that they're legally obligated to collect
sales taxes only in states where they have a physical presence. However, the rise of Internet commerce
has made it a target for wider taxation. U.S. Internet retail sales topped $176 billion last year and are
expected to reach $279 billion by 2015, according to Forrester Research. Online sales currently account
for about 9 percent of total retail sales, a share that's projected to triple over the next few decades.
State and local governments are determined to force Amazon and others to pay up. "The reality is ...
that they are going to be collecting sales tax," said Benjamin Schachter a senior analyst for Internet and
interactive entertainment stocks for Macquarie Capital (USA), a New York investment bank.

In California, Amazon recently abandoned a much-criticized effort to repeal a new Internet sales tax law
passed by the Legislature this year. Instead, the company cut a deal with the administration of Gov. Jerry
Brown to start collecting and remitting California's 7.25 percent sales tax, plus local sales taxes,
beginning Sept. 15, 2012. That agreement was a victory for traditional retailers, who say they've lost
billions in sales to Internet merchants that sell identical merchandise free of sales taxes. But news that
Amazon now is angling to make a buck from those levies has some fuming anew. Wal-Mart Stores,
Target and major chains continue to push legislators to close legal loopholes that allow Amazon to
dodge sales tax collection in most U.S. states. "It's hypocrisy of the highest order," said Jason Brewer, a
spokesman for the Retail Industry Leaders Association in Arlington, Va. "Now, they're trying to profit
from collecting sales tax everywhere else, while still digging in their heels from collecting for their own
company.” Amazon's new offer is aimed at businesses ranging from booksellers to major manufacturers.

Retail Sales / October
Retail sales rise fifth month in a row

Consumers are giving a modest lift to the economy. They spent more on trucks, electronics and building
supplies in October to boost retail sales for the fifth straight month. The gains provide an encouraging
start for the October-December quarter. They come just as separate reports show that wholesale prices
are flattening and U.S. shoppers are spending more at Wal-Mart, the world's largest retailer.

Still, consumers might not be able to sustain their spending growth if unemployment remains high and
pay raises scant. And Europe may be on the brink of a recession that could further slow U.S. growth next
year. "The consumer has to come through this holiday season if we are going to get back to more decent
growth rates, and the early readings are those households have hit the stores quite strongly," said Joel
Naroff, chief economist at Naroff Economic Advisors.

Retail sales rose 0.5 percent from September to October, the Commerce Department said Healthy auto
sales helped. Even without autos, sales rose by the most since March. And excluding autos and sales at
gasoline stations, sales rose 0.7 percent, also the biggest increase since March. A rebound in consumer
spending was the key reason why the economy grew at an annual rate of 2.5 percent in the July-
September quarter. It was the best quarterly performance in a year. Economists said the October retail
sales data suggest that the economy is growing at roughly the same pace in the final three months of
the year.

Consumer spending fuels about 70 percent of economic activity. Stronger growth has helped calm fears
that the U.S. economy might be at risk of another recession. Still, economists worry that the spending
can't continue at the same pace. Over the summer, consumers spend more while earning less. Many
had to dip into their savings to make up the difference. "Overall, the economy appears to be growing at
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a decent clip," said Paul Dales, a senior U.S. economist at Capital Economics. Still Dales added,
"Consumption cannot grow at a faster rate than incomes indefinitely." One positive sign for the U.S.
economy: Inflation pressures are starting to ease, largely because energy costs have declined.

U.S. companies paid less for wholesale goods for the first time since June. And excluding volatile food
and energy costs, so-called "core" wholesale prices were unchanged.

Big day in online shopping
Sales rose 22% to $1.25 billion on Cyber Monday

Online shoppers spent record amounts on the Monday after the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, making
it the biggest online shopping day in history.

Online sales rose 22 percent to $1.25 billion on Cyber Monday, when retailers ramp up online
promotions, according to research firm comScore Inc. That makes it the biggest online shopping day
ever, the research firm said. A year ago, Cyber Monday sales topped $1 billion for the first time.

IBM Benchmark, another company that tracks online sales, reported a 33 percent rise. The average
order rose 2.6 percent to $193.24 this year, according to IBM Benchmark. It didn't give total dollar sales
numbers for comparison. The company said about 80 percent of retailers offered online deals. The
Cyber Monday numbers point to Americans' growing comfort with using their personal computers,
tablets and smartphones to shop.

Over the past few years, big chains like Wal-Mart Stores Inc., the world's largest retailer, have offered
more and better incentives, like hourly deals and free shipping, to capitalize on that trend. It's important
for retailers to make good showing during the holiday shopping season, a time when they can make up
to 40 percent of their annual revenue.

"Retailers that adopted a smarter approach to commerce, one that allowed them to swiftly adjust to the
shifting shopping habits of their customers, whether in-store, online or via their mobile device, were
able to fully benefit from this day and the entire holiday weekend, said John Squire, chief strategy
officer, IBM Smarter Commerce. About 6.6 percent of online shoppers used a mobile device to shop, up
from 2.3 percent last year. Apple Inc.'s iPhone and iPad were the top mobile devices for retail traffic,
with Android devices coming in third.

Web traffic rose 28 percent on Monday, according to another firm, online content-delivery firm Akamai.
The peak was at 9 p.m. Eastern Standard Time when shoppers across the country were online.

Retail Sales / December

Merchants post a holly jolly week of retail

Final period of year showed 5.3% gains in same-store sales

A flurry of post-Christmas bargain shopping helped drive sales higher in the last week of December,
according to a report from a shopping mall trade group. Increased gift card use, mild weather and a
federal holiday on Monday all contributed.
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Sales at stores open at least one year rose 5.3 percent during the week ended Saturday compared with
the same period a year ago. That report comes from the International Council of Shopping Centers and
Goldman Sachs Weekly Chain Store Sales Index, which estimates sales for 24 major stores like Target
Corp. and Costco Wholesale Corp.

Revenue at stores open at least a year rose 1.2 percent for the week ended Saturday compared with the
previous week, according to the index. The metric is considered a key gauge of a retailer's health
because it excludes results from stores recently opened or closed.

As a result of the latest surge, the group increased its December sales growth estimate to a range of 4
percent to 4.5 percent. Previously the council expected December sales to rise by 3.5 percent to 4
percent.

Housing poised for turnaround
Homebuilders find niche in building apartment units

The depressed housing market has held the economy back for four years. No longer. Home construction
has finally begun a gradual comeback and should add to the nation's economic growth in 2012, a turning
point in the recovery from the Great Recession.

The main reason appears to be a positive consequence of the weak economy: Apartments are being
built almost twice as fast as two years ago. Renting is the only option for many people who have lost
their jobs, their homes or both. Builders in November broke ground on homes - houses and apartments
alike - at an annual rate of 685,000, the government said recently. That was a 9.3 percent jump from
October and the fastest pace since April 2010.

The numbers show how far the housing industry has come and still has to go:

- Builders should start at least 600,000 homes this year. That's up from 587,000 last year and 554,000 in
2009 - the worst year on record. In a healthy market, economists say, about 1.2 million homes are
started each year.

- The pace of apartment construction has soared. About 175,000 will be started this year, also roughly
half the number in a healthy economy. But it's far more than the 97,000 apartments begun in 2009.

- Single-family home construction, which accounts for about 70 percent of the housing industry, has
essentially stalled for three years. This year will probably turn out to be the worst in the half-century
records have been kept.

Construction of single-family homes this year could reach 440,000. That would be below last year's
471,000. In a good economy, builders would break ground on about 840,000 homes. New homes are 20
percent of the housing market but have an outsize economic impact. Each home built creates an
average of three jobs for a year and generates about $90,000 in taxes, according to the National
Association of Home Builders.

Since the recession began in December 2007, housing has subtracted between 0.5 and 1.1 percentage
points from U.S. economic growth each year. Cuts in spending by homeowners have further reduced
growth. But economists say apartments are going up so fast that housing should add to economic
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growth this year, even if fewer families are buying houses. The U.S. economy grew at a 2 percent clip
last quarter. "Finally, it appears that the process of healing is under way," says Joel Naroff, president and
chief economist at Naroff Economics.

Patrick Newport and Michelle Valverde, U.S. economists at IHS Global Insight, said in a note to clients
that the figures demonstrate that the housing industry is "finally getting off the mat." The industry
seems to think so, too. A survey of industry sentiment recently found builders were more optimistic
than at any time since May 2010.

But the numbers remain weak, even though mortgage rates are near record lows and home prices have
fallen by a third since 2006. Tighter lending standards are preventing many families from buying houses,
and diminished prices on single-family homes have given the industry little reason to build more.

Builders are also competing with foreclosures, which hold prices down. Yet they have found a way to
make money - by serving the rising demand for rental apartments. The average rent has risen 2.4
percent this year to $1,004 a month, according to the real estate data firm Reis Inc. It rose 1 percent last
year and fell 2.7 percent in 2009.

JOBS

Unemployment fell in 43 states in November

Unemployment rates fell in 43 states in November, the most number of states to report such declines in
eight years. The falling state rates reflect the brightening jobs picture nationally. The U.S.
unemployment rate fell sharply in November to 8.6 percent, the lowest since March 2009. The economy
has generated 100,000 or more jobs five months in a row — the first time that's happened since 2006,
before the Great Recession.

Only three states reported higher unemployment rates in November, the Labor Department said. Four
states showed no change. Nevada for the 18th straight month had the highest state unemployment
rate: 13 percent. It was followed by California at 11.3 percent. North Dakota again enjoyed the lowest
unemployment rate: 3.4 percent. It was followed by Nebraska at 4.1 percent and South Dakota at 4.3
percent.

Microchip companies foresee slower growth

Only 41 percent of executives anticipate revenue growth of more than 5 percent

Microchip company executives expect the economy's continuing sluggishness to put a drag on their
finances as well as their spending on new hires, capital improvements and research and development
efforts next year, according to an industry survey. Of 155 executives with Silicon Valley and other chip
companies who were surveyed in October and November by the audit, tax and advisory firm KPMG, just
41 percent said they expect their revenue to grow by more than 5 percent in 2012. That compares with
78 percent who had predicted to see that rate of growth in 2010 and 87 percent in 2009, according to
KPMG, which has done the survey for seven years.

Optimism about chip-company bottom lines has waned, too. While 30 percent of the surveyed
executives anticipate profits will increase by more than 5 percent next year, that's down from 37
percent last year. As a result, the executives said they plan to carefully control expenses. Only 27
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percent, compared with 46 percent a year ago, anticipate capital spending to increase by more than five
percent. Just 33 percent of them expect more than a five percent rise in R&D outlays, compared with 47
percent a year ago. And 19 percent think their workforces will expand by more than 5 percent,
compared with 29 percent who had predicted that rate of growth in 2010.

"It is not unexpected to see the industry take a breath after two strong years following the economic
and industry downturn," concluded Gary Matuszak, who chairs KPMG technology, media and
telecommunication's practice. While many chip companies still expect their businesses to grow next
year, many of them "remain very apprehensive about the direction of the economy." At Santa Clara-
based Intel, the world's biggest chipmaker, "our early plans are for an incremental increase in hiring of a
few percentage points," said spokesman Jon Carvill, noting that the company this year bolstered its
workforce by about 17,000 in part through corporate acquisitions. Beyond 2012, he added, Intel plans
"significant" increases in its manufacturing-related workforce.

Connecticut technology research firm Gartner also foresees only modest growth for the chip industry in
2012. In a report earlier this month it predicted worldwide chip sales would be about $309 billion next
year, up 2.2 percent from 2011. Gartner previously had expected 2012 sales to increase 4.6 percent.
Gartner's revised estimate was partly prompted by the recent floods in Thailand, which limited hard
drive production and caused a slowdown in personal computer sales.

Another factor weighing on the industry is counterfeiting, according to KPMG. It found that nearly two
thirds of the chip executives it surveyed feared the proliferation of bogus chips will cut their sales by at
least three percent next year. In addition, 30 percent of the respondents expect their costs to rise by
more than five percent due to infringements of their intellectual property.

UCLA Anderson School Forecast
South Bay leads the nation in job growth

The South Bay led the nation in job growth over the past year, according to a new government report -
and economists predict the region's surge will power a Bay Area expansion. During the 12 months that
ended in October, the South Bay job market grew by 3.2 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
reported recently. The pace of job growth in the South Bay was nearly triple the nationwide rate and
almost double the growth rate for California. And improvement in the Bay Area job market is likely to
continue, according to the UCLA Anderson Forecast.

"The Bay Area will be the fastest-growing economy in California in the coming few years, based on
employment and income growth," said Jerry Nickelsburg, a senior economist with the Anderson
Forecast. This time around, the growth has a better foundation than during the dot-com bubble, whose
spectacular flameouts included Pets.com, Boo.com and Startups.com. Companies such as Apple, Google,
Facebook, LinkedIn and Zynga have real sales and real product plans, notes Stephen Levy, director of the
Palo Alto-based Center for Continuing Study of the California Economy.

Brisk pace could slow

"This rebound is for real in the Bay Area," Levy said. "The wave of tech hiring is continuing. There are job
openings all over the place in the South Bay.” That should produce a ripple effect for the nine-county
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region, said Jeffrey Michael, director of the Stockton-based Business Forecasting Center at University of
the Pacific. "The South Bay has been at the front of the recovery and over time we expect the rest of the
Bay Area to join Silicon Valley," Michael said.

Although the South Bay was the national leader among major metro centers over the past year, it was
closely followed by energy nexus Houston, which powered to a 3.1 percent jobs gain; and by tech and
trade hub Seattle, up 2.3 percent. The weakest large urban center was Atlanta, with a job base that
eroded by 1 percent.

Employment growth across California, which gained 39,200 payroll jobs in September and 25,700 in
October, has encouraged economists, who see those two months as springboards to propel further
expansion. "Although other indicators did not predict stronger growth in payroll employment, there it
was" in September, Nickelsburg said. "October job growth has followed course, yielding the first signs of
a nascent new recovery."

Yet analysts warn the brisk pace could slow. They foresee a pathway to full recovery that's dotted with
potholes.

"The current forecast is for the surge in employment to abate and slow growth to persist on average
through 2012," Nickelsburg said. Double-digit unemployment will haunt California in 2012 and will still
average 10.5 percent during 2013, according to the Anderson Forecast. Some economists think 10
percent unemployment will continue beyond 2013. "California will have double-digit unemployment
well into 2014, possibly all the way through 2014," Michael said.

Is tech surge enough?

While the tech surge is a welcome counterpoint to dreary sectors of the Bay Area economy, tech's weak
cousins will have to become stronger for the overall economy to significantly improve. And many
economists don't see that happening soon. "The Bay Area is growing, but the job market is not on fire,"
said Jon Haveman, chief economist with the Bay Area Council's Economic Institute. "It will grow more
quickly than the rest of the nation, but the pace will be much slower than what we would like."

Sources:

Valley Times

San Jose Mercury News
San Francisco Chronicle
Wall Street Journal
Economy.com
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