Prof. Tontz: Rees 'Out of Touch with Reality' on CSUH Name Change

By Edwin Okong’o
Stoff Wiiter

he controversy over Cal
State Hayward's proposed
name change continues to boil,
with President Norma Rees say-
ing last week that the issue is too
complicated to be left to students,
faculty or local donors.
Although name-change re-
search has been conducted over
the last two years, Rees told The
Pioneer that she would neither
carry out a survey of current stu-
dents nor take into consideration
an earlier student survey because
they would not understand the

issue.

“The explanation for the name
change is too long and complex,”
Rees said.

Rees said that if the matter is
left to students they would check
yes or no on a survey without re-
searching the issue.

A survey of 173 students, con-
ducted in May by Valerie Sue, a
professor in the communications
department, revealed that 76 per-
cent were against changing the
university's name to California
State University, East Bay.

On the opinions of local donors
to the university, Rees said that

their donations were insignificant.
She cited her campaign to raise $10
million for the Wayne and Gladys
Valley Business and Technology
Center, where “very little” in do-
nations came from Hayward do-
nors. Most of the donations came
from the peninsula, Contra Costa
County and other parts of Alameda
County, she said.

Rees’ words were echoed by
Kim Huggett, CSUH director of
public information.

“Potential donors say they
would rather donate to a regional
university than one in a small city
at the end of a ridge,” Huggett

said.

Jay Tontz, a professor of eco-
nomics who served as the dean
of the College of Business and
Economics at CSUH from 1973 to
2003, refuted Rees’ argument that
changing the university’'s name
would increase donations and
described it as “fuzzy thinking.”

“President Rees is out of touch
with reality,” Tontz said.

Tontz said that anyone genu-
inely intending to donate could
do so without demanding that the
university’'s name be changed. He
proposed that potential donors
create foundations and name

them after themselves.

Tontz accused Rees of hav-
ing ulterior motives, and added
that she had refused dialogue
with donors, students, faculty
and others opposed to the name
change. He cited a recent visit to
the president’s office by Roberta
Cooper, the mayor of Hayward,
in which Rees told her she had
already made up her mind.

Although no dollar figure had
been put on the cost of the name
change, Rees said it would be
minimal. She said changing the
name would be done over a pe-
riod of one to two years during
which all CSUH office stationery
would be slowly phased out.
The bookstore would sell all
merchandise under the univer-
sity’s current name before order-
ing more, Rees said. Rees also
promised that funds earmarked
for university operations will not
be used to cover the cost of the
name change, should it be ap-
proved.

Tontz disagreed with Rees and
said there was more to the cost
than just printed material.

“We have built a strong brand
name that is recognized interna-
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tionally,” Tontz said.

Tontz also said that many
faculty members had published
under the CSUH name and were
against the name change. The
faculty members were reluctant
to speak out on their opposition
to the name change for fear of ret-
ribution, according to Tontz, who
is on the Faculty Early Retirement
Program.

“Iam on my way out. I am not
afraid to speak,” Tontz said.

Joe Cooper, a local donor,
agreed with Tontz and said that
the university had a good name
abroad. He said that CSUH's MBA
program was recognized in many
places around the world such as
Russia, where it was ranked No.1,
and in Singapore and China.

Joe Cooper said that efforts
to expand the program would
be hindered if the university
changed its name. Cooper said
he did not have strong opposi-
tion to the name change but he
thought it was unnecessary.

Regarding the faculty publish-
ers’ concerns, Rees explained
that Hayward would still be the
main campus if the name were to
change.
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